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Abstract:
The Bristol Stool Form scale classifies the relative density of stool. In a prospective cohort study, 27 we investigated the associations between stool density, C. difficile assay positivity, hospital-onset The Bristol Stool Scale is a graded visual scale of stool density ( The Bristol scale has not been correlated to C. difficile assay results or to CDI severity.
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In this study, C. difficile was more common in semi-formed stool (Bristol 5/6). The lowest rate Bristol 5 specimens, but represented less than 10% of all tests. This suggests that Bristol score 5 98 specimens should not be excluded from testing.
99
While a similar proportion of specimens had C. difficile detected by EIA, the proportion 100 of specimens positive by NAAT was almost 50% higher for semi-formed versus liquid stools. 
156
a Semi-formed stools defined as Bristol Scores 5 or 6; liquid stools defined as Bristol Score 7.
